
Understanding Bayfield’s Draft Trail Policies 

The City of Bayfield is seeking public input on three final draft trail policies before they are 

reviewed for possible City Council consideration and adoption. These policies have been 

developed through several rounds of Parks and Recreation Committee discussion, public 

comment, policy research, and revisions intended to clarify how future trail, route, and 

undeveloped right-of-way proposals should be reviewed. 

The current drafts are considered final committee drafts, but they remain subject to public input, 

Public Works review where applicable, and City Attorney review before being forwarded to the 

City Council. Community members are encouraged to review the drafts and share comments, 

questions, or suggested revisions. Written comments may be submitted to 

clerk@ci.bayfield.wi.gov by Thursday, August 13, at 5:00 p.m. 

The policies do not approve any specific trail, route, or right-of-way use. Instead, they establish 

a clear, consistent, and transparent framework for reviewing future proposals on a case-by-case 

basis. Each proposal would still need to be evaluated based on location, intended use, 

environmental conditions, neighborhood compatibility, safety, public input, maintenance 

responsibilities, and consistency with City plans. 

The draft policies recognize that trails and routes can provide important community benefits, 

including outdoor recreation, public access, regional connectivity, tourism, and year-round 

enjoyment of Bayfield’s natural setting. Non-motorized trails, such as walking, hiking, biking, and 

pedestrian connector trails, are generally encouraged where they support public access, 

connectivity, recreation, and environmental stewardship. 

Motorized recreation is also recognized as an important part of northern Wisconsin’s outdoor 

recreation system. Snowmobile routes and trails, in particular, can provide valuable winter 

connections between communities, support local businesses during the winter season, and link 

Bayfield to the broader regional trail network. Because snowmobile use depends on adequate 

snowpack and seasonal conditions, it is reviewed differently from exposed-ground motorized 

uses such as ATV/UTV routes and trails. 

The draft Undeveloped Rights-of-Way Policy addresses platted but unopened streets and 

alleys. These corridors remain public rights-of-way and may, in some cases, be appropriate for 

recreational trail use. However, use of an undeveloped right-of-way would not change its legal 

status or prevent the City from using it in the future for streets, utilities, drainage, or other public 

infrastructure. 

 

 

 



Frequently Asked Questions 

1. Do these policies open all undeveloped rights-of-way for trail use? 

No. The policies do not immediately open undeveloped rights-of-way for recreational trail use; 

rather, they establish a process for evaluating whether a specific undeveloped right-of-way may 

be appropriate for future trail development. Any proposed trail or route would need to be 

reviewed individually and approved through the appropriate City process. 

2. Do these policies approve a specific trail project? 

No. Adoption of the policies would only create a review framework. Specific trail, route, or 

corridor proposals would still require separate review and approval. 

3. How can the public comment on the draft policies? 

The City is accepting written comments from the public. Comments, questions, or suggested 

revisions may be submitted to clerk@ci.bayfield.wi.gov by Thursday, Aug 13, at 5:00 p.m. 

4. What is the difference between non-motorized and motorized trail review?  

Non-motorized trails generally include walking, hiking, biking, and similar human-powered uses. 

Motorized routes and trails include snowmobile, ATV, and UTV uses. Motorized proposals 

typically require a higher level of review because they may involve greater safety, noise, 

environmental, maintenance, and enforcement concerns. 

5. Who makes the final decision? 

The Parks and Recreation Committee would generally review trail proposals and make 

recommendations. Public Works would review proposals involving rights-of-way, drainage, 

utilities, streets, or other municipal infrastructure. The City Attorney may review the final policy 

language before Council consideration. The City Council retains final authority for approval of 

trail, route, right-of-way, easement, funding, and construction decisions. 

 


